
Southern Highlands Vietnam Veterans Peacekeepers 
and Peacemakers Association 

Website: www.shvva.com CFN 23847 
 

NOVEMBER 2022 NEWSLETTER 
 
 
The Executive Committee would like to wish all members and their families a very Happy 
Christmas and a prosperous and Covid-19 safe New Year. 

 
CHRISTMAS DINNER MEETING 
Wednesday 7th December 2022 

HIGHLANDS HOTEL 
6 for 6:30 

As arrangements for the dinner menu need to be finalised well before the evening 
please RSVP for this dinner to Ian Humby  phone 0402 415 056 or 
ianhumby@bigpond.com  by 12:00 noon on Monday 5rd December 

 
As set out below we have been invited to another Christmas function – a great way to finish 

the year by getting together with other veterans. 
 

 
CHRISTMAS GATHERING 

Monday 19th December 12:00pm 
MILITARY VEHICLE MUSEUM 

(Behind The Mill in Bowral) 
  

BBQ and entertainment will be provided.  
Beer, wines and a sausage sizzle and nibbles will be provided. 

The military vehicles will be available for rides and weather permitting, there will be a 
flyover of a Kiowa helicopter. 

  
All Veterans and partners, kids and friends are welcome to attend,  

and the Highlands RSL Sub-Branches are invited. 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

John and Ray 0n Vietnam Vets 
Day at the Military Vehicle 
Museum 
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MENS LUNCH 

Scottish Arms Hotel, East Bowral 

Friday 16th DECEMBER – 12 noon. 

Please RSVP to Ian Humby ianhumby@bigpond.com 
or phone 0402 415 056 before 12 noon on Wednesday 14th December 

 
 

VALE 2782260 PHILLIP G MOSCATT 
 
We were deeply saddened by the death of our President, Phill Moscatt, who passed 
away aged 77 years on 16th November 2022 in Abbey House Mittagong after a 
courageous fight with cancer. Our deepest sympathies go to his partner Julia, son 
Alex, daughter Melanie, grandson Cody and to the extended family on the loss of 
this lovely man. 
 
A wake held for Phill at Mittagong RSL Club on 25th November was attended by 
almost 100 people, family, friends, veterans.  
  
Phill spent his early years in Sydney and was called up for the first National Service 
intake 1965. After basic military training he was posted to the 3rd Battalion RAR for 
intensive infantry training.  In 1966 his platoon was transferred to Headquarters 1st 
Australian Task Force to become its Defence and Employment Platoon.  The Task 
Force deployed to South Vietnam in May 1966.  
 
He arrived in Vietnam on 4th May and spent almost a year on 
active service.  D&E Platoon participated in the first Task 
Force action, Operation Parkes, on which it suffered its first 
casualty, Cpl. Arthur Ruduss, whose remains Phill welcomed 
home almost 50 years later. In Vietnam Phil formed many 
lasting friendships in his platoon and throughout the 
Headquarters. We did R&R as “buddies” in Bangkok and 
formed a lasting mateship. 
 
Post Vietnam, in Civy life he worked as a civil design technician working on road, 
drainage and other engineering works both as an employee and in his own practice.  
Finally, he worked as a sales representative in the pipe 
industry.  In 1996 he moved to the Highlands and with Julia, 
ran a gardening and lawnmowing business. 
 
Like many Natios he did not “re-surface” until the Welcome 
Home Parade in 1987, when friendships were rekindled.  In 
Sydney a small group of HQ1ATF “mates” then regularly 
met in China Town for Yum Cha and marched on ANZAC Day.  Ultimately this led to 
the creation of the HQ1ATF Association in which Phill was very active.  He, Brian 
Cossar and I organised the reunion at Mulwala in 2004.  After that he and Julia were 
regulars at these reunions.  We also organised reunions of “HQ1ATF 66ers” in 
Adelaide and Perth.  Phill was very committed to serving Veterans. 

Charity Dinner Dance 2005 
1 

Relaxing in the Canteen 
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After moving to the Highlands Phill became active in the 
Mittagong RSL Sub-Branch.  This encouraged him to 
serve ten years on the Board of the Mittagong RSL Club 
where he chaired several committees and introduced solar 
power to the Club. 
 
Phill also gave 20 years of service to our Sub-Branch.  He 
was a foundation member and served as President, Vice 
President and in other positions.  He was a key 
representative for our Sub-Branch with NSW Branch.  Always on the Vietnam 
Veteran’s Day Sub-Committee he was a keen participator in our Annual 
Commemorative Service.  
 
Phill was never one for the limelight, but he was a good 
leader.  In his quiet and reassured way, he pursued issues 
in support of members and the veteran community.  These  
included: establishing our own exercise program; planning 
and implementation of the Lawn Mowing Service; initiating 
the 50th Anniversary Dinner; initiating and managing the 
Bunnings Sausage Sizzle, which contributed greatly to our 
funds; initiating the Planning Ahead Workshop and  working 
with Council to maintain and enhance the Vietnam War Memorial 
and Cherry Tree Walk.  
 
Phill led a full and active life with which, at the end, he was very content. 
 
May he rest in peace. 
 
Norm Austin 

 
 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS 2022 
 
Notices will be posted out shortly.   Although payment is due by 31st December, 
early payment would be appreciated so that we can send dues off to Head Office.  
We encourage payment by EFT but cheques are accepted.  Please do not forget to 
sign the form and return it in the enclosed envelope.  The original becomes our 
membership register and we must copy it to Head Office to secure your VVA and 
Federation membership.  If you do not receive a renewal notice, please contact 
Norm Austin 0427 854 141.  
 
Remember the money paid to the Association helps to provide services to all 
Vietnam Veterans, Peacekeepers and Peacemakers and with declining membership 
overall it is much needed to ensure the employment of permanent staff. 

 

Christmas in July 2011 
1 

Christmas in July 2011 
1 

Aqua Aerobics 
1 
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OCTOBER DINNER 

Thanks to Ian Humby for getting the private room for our meal at the 
Moss Vale Hotel.  We had 10 members and two guests, Allan and 
Sophie Campbell.  Allan is a great supporter of the Military Vehicle 
Museum.  This venue was very good as pub noise levels were low and 
our chatter volume high.  Meals were good as usual, and Jeff Forbes 
really enjoyed the Old beer. 

 

FUTURE PROOFING THE BOWRAL VIETNAM MEMORIAL 

On 8 February 2022, Wingecarribee Shire Council submitted a bid for $132,995 to 
DVA under the Saluting Their Service Major Grants Program for the purpose of 
undertaking restoration works on the Bowral Vietnam War Memorial. The bid was 
prepared jointly by our Association and WSC. 
  
On 2 May 2022, DVA approved a grant of $61 000 towards the cost of the project. 
This reduced funding means that replacement of cracked granite panels will have to 
be deferred. 
  
WSC is preparing documentation that will go out to public consultation next year. 
 

NEXT YEAR 2023 IS AN ELECTION YEAR 

Members are reminded that next year elections for the Executive and Committee will be held 
at the Biannual General Meeting. 

Your outgoing Committee will meet in January 2023 after which a notice of meeting and 
nomination forms will be issued. 

Please consider nominating as the larger the committee the less overall work for individuals.  
It appears at this stage that we will need a significant number of new faces to get the job 
done. 

TRANSPORT CONCESSION ENTITLEMENT 

If you hold a concession card it expired on 31st August 2022 so you must renew it as soon as 
possible. 

It is easy.  Get on line and search for “Concession Card Renewal Portal NSW” and follow the 
prompts to fill out the application form.  You should get your new card in about 10 days. 

 

REGULAR ACTIVITIES 

COFFEE CLUB.  Every Thursday at 10:00 in the Café at Mittagong RSL Club – except on 
the last Thursday of the month where it is at the Vets’ Shed in the Military Vehicle compound. 

WALKING GROUP. Every Tuesday at 8.00 am – meeting at the Vietnam War Memorial, 
Bowral. 


