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VIETNAM VETERANS’ DAY 2020 

In early July invitations were sent out to ESO’s, dignitaries, and high schools and we thought that the 
Covid-19 treat was retreating.  However, as things have worsened in Sydney and become serious in 
Victoria, the Committee had to carefully review our plans.  

Decision to Cancel the Public Memorial Service 

Last week, with some regret, the Committee decided to cancel the public Vietnam Veterans’ Day 
Memorial Service but still conduct a short service on Sunday 16th August.  

This decision was based on: 

• The recognition of the challenges of Covid-19 to our members 
most of whom are in the vulnerable age cohort (over 70) and 
many have further increased risk from medical issues including: 
decreased immunity cancer survivors, respiratory and heart 
problems. 

• The likelihood of community sentiment being against the 
holding of a rather large meeting, albeit in a public park. 

• The difficulty of implementing the public health rules applying 
to a Memorial Service, which could be changed at any time 
before the event making cancellation necessary. 

• The fact that If we publicised the event, as we always have 
done, then we would not have any control over the number 
attending and may have to turn some people away – to the 
detriment of our reputation. 

 

Short Service 
 

Dignitaries and schools have been advised of the cancellation but encouraged to lay a wreath or 
tribute on the memorial prior to 11:00am on the Sunday 16th August.   Ex Service Organisations 
have been requested to have delegates lay wreaths on the Memorial between 11:00am and 
11:30am. 



At 11:30am President, Phill Moscatt, will conduct a short service to 
honour the fallen and to acknowledge the involvement of Australian 
service personnel in the Vietnam Conflict.  This will be videoed and 
published on our website  www.shvva.com and a newsletter published 
after the event. 
 

Attendance 
Members are advised that it is not recommended that you attend the 
Service.  However, if having regard to the prevailing Covid-19 situation, 
you feel strongly (and we know some will), it is requested that only you 
and your partner attend.  If you propose to do so, to enable us to have 
a good idea of numbers, please RSVP by email to shvvppa@gmail.com  
 

Covid-19 Plan 
As required, a plan will be prepared asking attendees to comply with social distancing and other 
requirements in force on the day, including:  

• requesting the wearing of face masks; 
• recording the contact details of attendees;  
• providing hand sanitisation;  
• and, maintaining 1.5m between people. 

 
We will also remind members and guests that they should not attend if they:  

• feel that it is unsafe to do so; 
• are not feeling well;  
• have respiratory or Covid-19 symptoms;   
• are at high risk of developing complications such as elderly people;  
• or, have conditions affecting their immunity system. 

 
 
Visit the Memorial 
 
Members and friends are encouraged to 
visit the Memorial on Sunday afternoon to 
pay their respects and to see the tributes 
and perhaps stroll the Cherry Tree Walk. 
 
Stay Safe 
 
It is the Committee’s intention to ensure 
that Vietnam Veterans’ Day 2020 does not 
go unrecognised whilst protecting the 
health and wellbeing of members and the 
Southern Highland Community. 
 
  
 
Norm Austin 
Publicity Officer 


