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NEXT DINNER MEETING  
Wednesday 4th September 

 
SUTTON FOREST INN 

 
This is a great venue in a great country setting.  Another classic old PUB 
If you are coming - RSVP to Bob or Noelene Ph 4862 3741 or by email 

 by the Monday before 
 

LADIES VIP LUNCH 
Wednesday 18th September 

 
THE OLD BAKEHOUSE, BERRIMA 

Old Hume Hwy & Wingecarribee St. 
 

If you are coming - RSVP to Bob or Noelene Ph 4862 3741 or by email 
 by the Monday before 

 
 

VIETNAM VETERANS DAY 
 

On Sunday 18th August, the Southern Highlands Vietnam Veterans paid respect to 
their fallen comrades and those that served their Nation during the war in South 
Vietnam.  The Vietnam Veterans' Day Commemorative Service was well attended by 
local Ex-service men and women, their partners, dignitaries, schools, the public and 
families and friends.  Over 100 participated in the service. 

 
The weather was dry and sunny and the westerly wind was moderate and not too 
cold.  Those who secured a seat in them welcomed the shelters. 
 

	  



Our guest speaker was Colin Lee, Warrant Officer retired, who 
served with David Babbage in 5 RAR.  He spoke of Vietnam and the 
memories that those who served had imprinted on their minds, the 
noise of Iroquois helicopters, the smell of the jungle, the red dirt and 
the Yankee food.  He reminded us of the important role played by 
the National Servicemen who fitted in seamlessly and bought skill 
and enthusiasm to the army, and never shirked their responsibilities. 
He also spoke of the need to correctly refer to those involved in 
Peacekeeping and Peacemaking operations.  Armed forces 
personnel like to be acknowledged for where they served, for example Malayan 
Emergency, Indonesian Malaysia Confrontation, The Gulf War, Namibia, Cambodia, 
Somalia, Rwanda, Bougainville, Solomon Islands, East Timor, Afghanistan and Iraq.  
He encouraged us to seek those who served and embrace them and acknowledge 
their contributions. 
 
Mitchell Brummell from Bowral High School, spoke about the statistics that 
he had uncovered about the war:  it lasted 10 years, 60,000 Australians 
served in it, of whom 4 received Victoria Crosses, 250 died and 2,400 
received physical injuries, not including the many who have since 
suffered PTSD.  He spoke with feeling about the Battle of Long Tan.  He 
acknowledged the amazing courage, determination and commitment of 
those who fought in the battle.   He asked us to honour our soldiers as 
heroes, and particularly to remember those who never again set foot on 
our nation's soil. 
 
This year we had two new faces:  Kathleen Hyland who played the bugle for the last 
post and reveille, and Angela Williamson who led us in our national anthem.  Our 
sincere thanks go to them for the important roles they played in the ceremony. 
 
As usual many wreaths and floral tributes were laid on the memorial.   Including our 
local member and the Mayor.  It was also really nice to see so many schools 
represented on a Sunday.  Unfortunately Chev Cadets were away at camp over the 
week end. 
 
Tea and bickies after the ceremony warmed us up, as did the "toddy" provided by 
Mittagong RSL.  The reception at the Club was very enjoyable and most people met 
and had a few words with Colin Lee.  Our sincere thanks go to the Club that provided 
a room and delicious, hot finger food.  Thanks also go to the anonymous veteran who 
provided initial drinks at the Club. 
 
The Southern Highland News had front-page coverage with lots of photos in the 
middle on Friday 23 August. 
 
The Executive would like to thank all those that participated and particularly those 
who helped make the function a real success. 

 
SLIDE SHOW OF THE SERVICE 

 
I have produced a slide show of the service which is posted on our website under 
News-Recent Events - Vietnam Veterans' Day Slide Show.  To see the video in full 
screen click in the bottom right hand corner of the screen when it appears.  Here is a 
direct link        http://shvva.com/?page_id=2183 

	  

	  



AUGUST LUNCHEON 
 
Eleven adventurous people turned out for our lunch at the renowned Burrawang 
Hotel.  The light meals came quickly and were enjoyed by all.  Highlight of the day 
was the arrival of Brian's new "Blue Bird" Nissan ultimate sports - but you will have to 
wait for the next car trial to see it. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS - FOR YOUR DIARY 
(Also on the web at  www.shvva.com in the Events Calendar) 

 
Please put these in your diary now as there will be no newsletter until late October. 

 
2nd October   THE BOWRAL CLUB,  Shepherd St. 
6th November                    THE IMPERIAL HOTEL,  Bowral 
4th December  CHRISTMAS DINNER - DORMIE  HOUSE 

 
LADIES VIP  LUNCHES 

 
16th October                       THE OLD FARM KITCHEN, Moss Vale                
    Argyle St. & Valetta St 
 
20 November                    RED TREE CAFE BOWRAL                            
    Station St. 

 
XPT TRIP TO VISIT THE SEYMOUR VIETNAM MEMORIAL 

 
  
The Idea is for members and partners to travel by train and stay 
two nights in Seymour, thus allowing a full day to see the 
Memorial and other attractions, possibly Puckapunyal.  Of 
course the trip offers a great opportunity for comradery and 
social interaction. 
 

The proposal is to travel by daylight XPT travel on 9th to 11th October as a 
group.  Rail costs will depend on your pension status.  We will probably stay 
at the Best Western New Crossing Place as it is close to the memorial and 
the Prince of Wales Hotel for lubrication.  I have details of other options if you 
want them.  More detail was published in the July Newsletter. 
  
Please advise Noelene and Bob Bailey if you are interested in participating, 
4862 3741, or rnbailey@bigpond.com 
  

	  

	  

	   	  



Links of interest: http://www.vvaavic.org.au/mitchell.asp 
  
http://www.mitchellshire.vic.gov.au/tourism-and-business/tourism/commemorative-
walk.aspx 
  
http://www.rslvic.com.au/clubdirectory/index.cfm?fuseaction=display_full&ClubID=80
6&OrgID=195 
  
Bob Bailey 
Social Co-Ordinator 

FOCUS GROUP 
 
We have had a nice response from Professor Fozdar who is co-ordinating the results 
of the Focus Goup we did earlier this year.  I have emailed this to those who 
participated.  However, if you would like a copy please get in touch with Sandra in my 
absence.  

 
LAWN SERVICE MOWING WOUND UP 

 
Over the last 10 years a substantial number of our members were actively involved n 
the Lawn Mowing Group which serviced war veterans and war widows primarily 
because DVA does not cover this. 
 
Ultimately some of us ran out of steam and eventually there were just not enough 
men available to keep going.  As a consequence it has now been wound up.  
However, our hard work will not go unrewarded as assets have been realized and 
distributed equally to the contributing organizations, ourselves, Mittagong RSL Sub-
Branch and the Southern Highlands Natios.  This will boost our assets considerably. 
 
Sincere thanks go to Phill Moscatt in particular as he was the initiator and  linchpin of 
the operation.  Thanks also to all of those members who put in time, through frosty 
foggy mornings and the searing heat of summer.  This venture enabled us to get to 
know each other a little better and to make new friends in the participating 
organizations. 

 
HEARING AND COMMUNICATION EXPO 

 
WEDNESDAY 28TH AUYGUST 9:00am to 4:00pm, Bowral Memorial Hall, 
Bendooley Street, Bowral.  Hearing loss is invisible and affects 1 in 6 Australians and 
veterans suffer at a much higher rate.  Want to get it checked out - go to the forum to 
find out what aids and accessories are available. 

 
NEWSLETTER 

 
As Sue and I are off on another adventure in the States and Canada there will be no 
newsletter till my return in late October.  You can keep up to date through our website 
www.shvva.com where the Events Calendar is handy as is NEWS where you can get 
copies of all Newsletters and Recent Events 

 
Norm Austin, Editor	  


